






Opening Ceremony 
and Exhibition 1
- Featuring student projects in wood
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Watch the video of the opening speeches



OPENING SPEECH:

Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh., 
Acting Dean Faculty of Design, Ljubljana Slovenia 
WHD – UNITED NATIONS @HABITAT, FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE

HONOURABLE SPEECH:
Prof. Jasna Hrovatin, PhD., Vice Dean for Science and research, 
Culture of Living, Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia
THE FUTURE, WITH A SCENT OF WOOD

Asst. Prof. Mojca Perše, 
Vice Dean for Artistic Activities, Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia
PRESENTATION OF THE STUDENT EXHIBITIONS

Radovan Arnold, BA 
Industrial  designer, Board President of Brumen Foundation, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

(from le� to right) doc. Nataša Šuštaršič Plotajs, Assoc. Prof. Arch. Maria Tămășan, PhD, Radovan Arnald, BA, Miha Matičič, Jan Krmelj,                

Asst. Prof. Robert Klun, Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD, Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh., Asst. Prof. Arbresha 

Ibrahimi, PhD, Veronika Gruden Bole, MSc., Sr. Lect. Petra Kocjančič, MA., Asst. Prof. Mojca Perše, Asst. Prof. Inge Kalan Lipar, univ. dipl. ing. arh., 

doc. mag. Barbara Dovečar, Nina Šušmelj, Sr. Lect. Helena Knap.





Prof. Nada Rožmanec Matičič, u.d.i.a., is the acting dean and co- founder of the Faculty of 
Design. A dedicated architect, mentor, and creator of design opportunities, she has been 
a lifelong supporter of young design talents throughout her more than 50-year career. 
A�er gaining extensive experience through participation in numerous international 
projects and education abroad, she co-founded the College of Design in 2005, which 
later became the Faculty of Design. She is the author of the “Design” study programs, 
numerous international conferences, patents, models, trademarks, and was awarded the 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2021 by DOS. She has also received recognition for her 
rich artistic opus.

Prof. Nada Rožmanec Matičič, Acting Dean Faculty of Design, Slovenia
WHD – United Nations @HABITAT, for a better urban future



Prof. Jasna Hrovatin, PhD, is Vice Dean for Research and Head of the Furniture Design 
Department at the Faculty of Design in Slovenia. She graduated from the Faculty of 
Architecture, University of Ljubljana, in 1987 under the mentorship of Prof. Niko Kralj, 
receiving the Uniles award for her thesis, and went on to earn her master’s degree in 1990 
and PhD in 1993, becoming the youngest PhD in Slovenia and the first woman to achieve 
this at the Faculty of Architecture.

Her career spans academic, research, and professional practice in interior and industrial 
design. She has lectured at several Slovenian faculties and has been involved in numerous 
national and international projects. Her research focuses on design methodology, 
construction, and, in recent years, the quality of living in old age. She is also co-author of 
five approved patents and eight internationally tested models, underscoring her role as 
both innovator and educator in the field of design.

Prof. Jasna Hrovatin, PhD, Faculty of Design, Slovenia
The Future, with a Scent of Wood



Asst. Prof. Mojca Perše is Vice Dean for Artistic Activities at the Faculty of Design in Slovenia, 
where she plays a key role in shaping the faculty’s creative and artistic direction. An 
accomplished designer, educator, and mentor, she has dedicated her career to guiding 
students in developing their artistic potential and bridging the gap between academic 
study and professional practice.
Her academic and professional interests focus on design as a cultural and creative force, 
with an emphasis on interdisciplinary approaches and innovative artistic practices. 
Through her teaching, projects, and leadership, she fosters an environment that 
encourages creativity, collaboration, and international exchange, strengthening the 
Faculty of Design’s position as a hub for artistic innovation in Slovenia and beyond.

Asst. Prof. Mojca Perše / Vice dean for Artistic Activities, Faculty of 
Design, Slovenia
Presentation of the Student Exhibitions



Radovan Arnold is an industrial designer and currently serves as the Board President of 
the Brumen Foundation in Ljubljana, Slovenia. He graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Industrial Design and has since developed a career at the intersection of design practice, 
cultural heritage, and social innovation. Radovan has been actively involved in numerous 
national and international design projects, focusing on sustainable design, product 
development, and community-oriented initiatives. As Board President of the Brumen 
Foundation, he leads programs promoting cultural and environmental stewardship, 
while maintaining a strong professional practice that combines creativity, functionality, 
and social impact.

Radovan Arnold, BA                 
Industrial designer, Board President of Brumen Foundation, Ljubljana, 
Slovenija
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Design talk:

FROM THE CONCEPT 

TO DESIGN 

MANAGEMENT



Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh., Acting Dean Faculty of Design, Slovenia

Moderators: 

Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, 

Zaha Hadid Architects, London, UK

Emeritus Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič, 

University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Prof. Nada Matičič, Acting Dean, Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Aleš Čakš, Chief Editor of Goodlife Magazine, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Interview for Goodlife Magazine with 

Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, Zaha Hadid Architects, London, UK

(on the far right) Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki and first-year students



Takahiko Iseki, Associate at Zaha Hadid Architects in London, was educated in both Japan 
and the UK, graduating from Kyoto University and later completing his diploma at the Bartlett 
School of Architecture, University College London. He is a registered architect in Japan and the 
United Kingdom, and a Chartered Member of the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). His 
international background and dual professional qualifications reflect a strong foundation that 
bridges Eastern and Western architectural traditions.

A�er beginning his career at Foster and Partners, where he worked for six years, Iseki joined Zaha 
Hadid Architects in 2013. Since then, he has contributed to a wide range of major international 
projects, including the award-winning BEEAH Headquarters in the United Arab Emirates, the 
Navi Mumbai International Airport in India, and the CECEP Headquarters in Shanghai. His 
current work includes the design of a large mixed-use tower in Georgia and the Shenzhen 
Headquarters & Cultural Centre for a leading technology company in China. These projects 
illustrate his expertise in sustainability, computational design, and the delivery of complex, 
large-scale commissions across Europe, the Middle East, and Asia.

Alongside practice, Iseki is also engaged in academia and professional exchange. He has lectured 
at the Architectural Association and the Bartlett School of Architecture in London, as well as at 
international conferences including the Smart City Forum in Japan. His role as both practitioner 
and lecturer demonstrates a commitment to advancing architectural knowledge and fostering 
dialogue across cultures, disciplines, and geographies.

Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki
Zaha Hadid Architects, London, UK

Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh., Sr. Instr. Aleš Čakš, Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki



Aleš Čakš is the Chief Editor of Goodlife magazine in Slovenia, a lifestyle and culture publication 
that brings together themes of design, architecture, travel, gastronomy, and contemporary 
living. With a career dedicated to media and communication, he has established himself as a 
leading editor and curator of content that connects creative industries with a broad readership. 
His editorial work reflects a passion for quality journalism, cultural insight, and the presentation 
of inspiring stories.

Over the years, Čakš has collaborated with a wide range of writers, photographers, and 
creative professionals, shaping Goodlife into a platform that highlights both Slovenian talent 
and international trends. His focus lies in presenting innovative design and lifestyle concepts, 
oªering readers a window into new ideas, inspiring projects, and people who influence the way 
we live and experience the world today.

As Chief Editor, Aleš Čakš continues to build the magazine’s reputation as a reference point 
for design, culture, and contemporary lifestyle in Slovenia. Through his work, he supports the 
creative community, fosters dialogue between disciplines, and promotes values of innovation, 
quality, and cultural enrichment.

Aleš Čakš,
Chief Editor of Goodlife Magazine, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Sr. Instr. Aleš Čakš, Chief Editor of Goodlife Magazine



Professor Peter Gabrijelčič, Professor Emeritus at the Faculty of Architecture, University of 
Ljubljana, is one of Slovenia’s leading academic figures in architecture and urbanism. He 
graduated with a Master of Architecture and went on to build a distinguished academic and 
professional career that spans over four decades. Throughout his work he has been dedicated 
to advancing architectural education, contributing both as a teacher and as a mentor to 
generations of architects in Slovenia and abroad.

Alongside his teaching, Professor Gabrijelčič has developed a strong body of professional work 
as an architect and urban planner, with a particular focus on housing, sustainable design, and 
the development of urban environments. His projects and research reflect a consistent concern 
for the relationship between architecture, society, and the environment, o�en engaging with the 
challenges of contemporary living and the cultural context of Central Europe. He has published 
extensively and has been active in numerous professional bodies, juries, and architectural 
competitions.

In addition to his architectural practice and academic leadership, Professor Gabrijelčič has 
played an important role in shaping architectural discourse in Slovenia. He has collaborated 
internationally as a lecturer, researcher, and visiting professor, contributing to conferences, 
symposia, and professional debates across Europe. Recognised for his lifelong commitment to 
the discipline, he continues to inspire younger generations through his writings, lectures, and 
ongoing engagement with architectural culture and education.

Emeritus Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič,
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič & Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh



CHLOROPHYLL RESISTANCE: URBAN HERBARIUMS 
THROUGH THE LENS OF VISUAL ARTS

Prof. Jovanka Mladenović, DA
Faculty of contemporary Art, Serbia

Professor Jovanka Mladenović, DA, is a Serbian visual artist and educator born in Belgrade 
in 1979. She completed her Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral studies at the Faculty of Fine 
Arts, University of Belgrade, specializing in painting. During her studies, she received a French 
Government scholarship for professional training at the École Nationale des Beaux-Arts in Paris. 
She currently lives and works in Belgrade, Serbia.

As a professor at the Faculty of Contemporary Arts, Mladenović teaches courses in drawing, 
painting, and graphic techniques, including “Creating a Multimedia Work” and “Graphic 
Techniques.” Her teaching emphasizes the integration of traditional and experimental media, 
encouraging students to explore personal artistic expression through research, process, and 
concept.

Since 1999, Professor Mladenović has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions 
in Serbia and abroad. Her artistic work explores ecological, social, and emotional aspects of 
human existence, o�en using symbolism and layered visual narratives. She is a member of the 
Association of Fine Artists of Serbia (ULUS), the Association of Applied Arts, Artists and Designers 
of Serbia (ULUPUDS), and the environmental organization EKO Plan. Her works are included in 
several public and private collections.



THE SHAPE OF WORDS: 
ILLUSTRATE IT WITHOUT PICTURES

Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD.,
Faculty of Contemporary Art, Serbia

Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD, is a distinguished academic and researcher at the Faculty of 
Contemporary Arts in Belgrade, Serbia. With extensive experience in contemporary art, design, 
and creative education, she has contributed significantly to both teaching and research in the 
visual arts.

Her work emphasizes interdisciplinary approaches, fostering innovation and critical thinking 
among students, while mentoring emerging artists and designers in developing technical and 
conceptual skills. Prof. Komnenić has participated in numerous research projects, exhibitions, 
and academic initiatives, exploring the intersections of art, culture, and society.
Active in national and international conferences, publications, and collaborative programs, she 
promotes dialogue and exchange within artistic and academic communities. Recognised for 
her dedication to education and research, Prof. Komnenić continues to influence contemporary 
art and design, shaping new generations of creative professionals in Serbia and beyond.



DESIGN MANAGEMENT SLOVENIA WORKSHOP

COLLECTIVE IMAGINATION: DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
FOR DESIGN AND INNOVATION

Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, 
Zaha Hadid Architects, London, UK
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World Habitat Day Conference on the topic:

“WOOD FOR  A  
GREEN FUTURE”

Watch the video of the opening speeches



(from le� to right) Sr. Lect. Helena Knap , Jan Krmelj, Veronika Gruden Bole, MSc, Manca Simčič and Asst. Prof. Robert Klun



Hosted by Asst. Prof. Blažka Muller, PhD.  

OPENING SPEECH:

Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh., 
Acting Dean, Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia
URBAN CRISES RESPONSE

HONOURABLE SPEECH:

Bernard Likar, BA Sc., 
Representative of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia – Wood 
Industry Cluster, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Emeritus Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič, 
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana, Slovenia
INNOVATIONS AS A PRODUCT OF ARTISTIC AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

Distinguished Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD
Chief Innovation Oªicer ICONA Design Group / Australian Institute of 
Advanced Technologies (AIAT) Adelaide SA, Australia

Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, 
Zaha Hadid Architects, London, UK

Conference Contributions:

Veronika Gruden Bole, MSc., 
Vice Dean for Quality Assurance and Social Responsibility, 
Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia
PROJECT PRESENTATION: DANUBE REGION WOOD INDUSTRY 
TRANSFORMATION MODEL TOWARDS INDUSTRY 4.0 (DRWO 4.0)



Bernard Likar, B.A.Sc., is an experienced professional in the field of wood industry development, 
business support, and cluster management. As a representative of the Wood Industry Cluster at 
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia, he works to strengthen the competitiveness, 
innovation, and international visibility of Slovenian wood-processing companies.

His career has been dedicated to connecting industry stakeholders, fostering collaboration 
between enterprises, research institutions, and policymakers, and promoting sustainable 
use of Slovenia’s rich forest resources. He has been actively involved in initiatives supporting 
digitalisation, green transition, and added-value production within the wood sector.

Through his role, Bernard Likar has contributed to numerous national and international projects, 
encouraging knowledge exchange and business networking. Recognised for his commitment 
to the development of Slovenia’s wood industry, he continues to play a key role in advancing 
innovation and sustainable growth within the sector.

Bernard Likar, BA Sc., 
Representative of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia – Wood 
Industry Cluster, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Prof. Nada Matičič, univ. dipl. ing. arh.

Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD & Bernard Likar, BA Sc.



Professor Peter Gabrijelčič, Professor Emeritus at the Faculty of Architecture, University of 
Ljubljana, is among Slovenia’s leading academic figures in architecture and urbanism. He holds 
a Master of Architecture and has built a distinguished career spanning more than four decades 
as a teacher, mentor, researcher, and practitioner.

Dedicated to advancing architectural education, he has guided generations of architects in 
Slovenia and abroad. Alongside his academic work, he has developed an extensive professional 
portfolio in architecture and urban planning, with particular emphasis on housing, sustainable 
design, and the development of urban environments. His research and projects consistently 
address the relationship between architecture, society, and the environment, with a strong 
focus on contemporary challenges in Central Europe.

Prof. Gabrijelčič has published widely and contributed to numerous professional bodies, juries, 
and competitions. Internationally active as a lecturer and visiting professor, he continues to 
shape architectural discourse and inspire younger generations.

Emeritus Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič,
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Architecture, Ljubljana, Slovenia



Gjoko Muratovski, PhD, is an internationally respected leader in design, innovation, and strategic 
development. With a career that bridges academia, industry, and government, he has held 
senior positions at leading universities, research institutes, and global organisations, while also 
advising Fortune 500 companies and public institutions.

His work focuses on applying design-led innovation to address complex challenges, foster 
sustainable growth, and connect research with real-world impact. He is a widely published 
author and speaker, contributing to international debates on the future of design, technology, 
and education.

In addition to his leadership roles, Prof. Muratovski has directed major research initiatives and 
academic programs worldwide, shaping the next generation of innovators. His professional 
achievements reflect a commitment to building stronger links between higher education, 
industry, and policy.

Highly regarded for his vision and expertise, he continues to influence global innovation 
ecosystems through his research, practice, and strategic leadership.

Distinguished Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD
Chief Innovation Oªicer ICONA Design Group / Australian Institute of 
Advanced Technologies (AIAT) Adelaide SA, Australia

Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki



Veronika Gruden Bole, MA, is a design professional and academic leader with a strong focus on 
quality assurance, social responsibility, and innovative education. As Vice Dean at the Faculty of 
Design in Slovenia, she oversees programs that ensure academic excellence while promoting 
ethical and socially responsible design practices.

Currently completing her PhD, she combines research with practical engagement in design 
and education, exploring interdisciplinary approaches that connect theory, practice, and 
societal impact. Her work includes the development of curricula, mentoring of students, and 
coordination of initiatives that foster sustainable and socially conscious design solutions.

Gruden Bole has also been active in organizing conferences, workshops, and professional 
networks that advance dialogue between academia, industry, and the broader community. 
Recognised for her commitment to educational innovation and social engagement, she 
continues to contribute to the development of future design professionals and to the growth of 
the Faculty of Design’s international profile.

Veronika Gruden Bole, MSc., 
Vice Dean for Quality Assurance and Social Responsibility, 
Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia
PROJECT PRESENTATION: DANUBE REGION WOOD INDUSTRY 
TRANSFORMATION MODEL TOWARDS INDUSTRY 4.0 (DRWO 4.0)



WOOD AS A TIME CAPSULE OF THE PAST - MODERN APPROACHES TO 
CULTURAL HERITAGE RESEARCH

Assoc. Prof. Maks Merela, 
University of Ljubljana, Biotechnical Faculty, Department of Wood Science and 
Technology, Vice Dean for the field of Wood Science and Technology, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia

Assoc. Prof. Maks Merela is a leading researcher and academic in wood science and technology 
at the University of Ljubljana. As Chair of Wood Science in the Department of Wood Science and 
Technology, he focuses on the study, innovation, and sustainable management of wood and 
forest-based materials.

Throughout his career, he has contributed to research on wood properties, processing 
technologies, and applications in construction and design, combining scientific rigor with 
practical relevance. He has published extensively in international journals, participated in 
numerous research projects, and collaborated with industry partners to advance innovation in 
the wood sector.

In addition to research, Prof. Merela is dedicated to teaching and mentoring students, guiding 
the next generation of wood science professionals. He is active in professional associations, 
conferences, and knowledge-exchange initiatives, promoting sustainable practices and 
technological advancement within Slovenia and internationally.



BRINGING NATURE TO WORK: THE IMPACT OF BIOPHILIC DESIGN ON 
EMPLOYEES AND ORGANIZATIONS

PhD Candidate Lucija Erjavec Primožič, MA Design
Visual Communications & Interior Architecture, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of 
Architecture, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Lucija Erjavec Primožič is a workplace designer, researcher, and PhD candidate in Architecture 
at the University of Ljubljana, specializing in biophilic design approaches in work environments. 
With over eight years of experience, she has led interdisciplinary projects across Europe for EU 
institutions, healthcare facilities, and premium brands through her practice Veduta Dizajn.

Recognized with the Rozman’s Award for Best Student of her Generation at the Faculty of 
Design Ljubljana, she combines her MA in Interior Design with advanced certifications in digital 
marketing and UX/UI design. Lucija creates human-centered environments that integrate 
natural elements with organizational culture while bridging physical and digital experiences 
through her communications and UX/UI projects. Her doctoral research employs mixed-method 
approaches to demonstrate how biophilic design enhances employee well-being, creativity, 
and collaboration, incorporating insights from psychology, ergonomics, and public health to 
advocate for regenerative, people-first workplace environments.



URBAN EXPRESSIONS IN WOOD STUDENT PROPOSALS FOR THE USE OF 
WOOD IN URBAN SPACE

Asst. Prof. Inge Kalan Lipar, univ. dipl. ing. arh., 
Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Associate Professor Inge Kalan Lipar graduated from the Faculty of Architecture in 
Ljubljana. For ten years, she worked in the design team of the Slovenian architect Professor 
Edvard Ravnikar on numerous architectural projects throughout Slovenia – including the 
project for the largest department store Maxi and the Cankarjev dom theater and concert 
hall.  For twenty-five years she was the artistic and technical director and designer of the 
Maxi department store. She was the manager and author of projects in the store. As an 
architect, she managed several interior design projects for restaurants, individual houses 
and apartments. For ten years now, she has been an assistant professor at the Faculty 
of Design in Ljubljana, where she teaches at the Department of Interior Design. She is a 
mentor to several graduates and master’s students. She is active in many international 
professional architectural and design educational organizations.



WOOD – WHERE SPACE, PEOPLE AND STORIES MEET

Marjan Poboljšaj, univ.dipl.ing.arh.
Co-Founder and Principal Architect, Superform, Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Marjan Poboljšaj is a distinguished architect and co-founder of Superform, a Ljubljana-
based architecture and design studio known for its innovative and context-sensitive 
projects. As Principal Architect, he leads the studio’s creative vision, overseeing the 
design and execution of diverse projects spanning residential, commercial, and public 
architecture.
Poboljšaj’s work is characterised by a focus on sustainability, functional aesthetics, and 
the integration of contemporary design with cultural and environmental contexts. He 
has successfully managed complex projects from concept to completion, balancing 
innovation, technical precision, and client needs.
In addition to his professional practice, Poboljšaj contributes to architectural discourse 
through lectures, workshops, and mentorship of emerging architects. His career reflects 
a commitment to advancing architecture in Slovenia, promoting design excellence, and 
fostering collaboration across disciplines. Through his work at Superform, he continues 
to shape the built environment while inspiring new generations of architects.



RESTORING THE PAST, DESIGNING THE FUTURE: THE ROLE OF WOOD IN 
SHAPING SUSTAINABLE DESIGN VALUES AMONG STUDENTS

Assoc. Prof. Arch. Maria Tămășan, PhD., 
Aurel Vlaicu University of Arad, Romania

Assoc. Prof. Arch. Maria Tămășan, PhD, is a distinguished academic and architect at Aurel 
Vlaicu University of Arad, Romania. With extensive experience in architectural education 
and practice, she has contributed significantly to both the academic and professional 
development of architecture in Romania.

Her teaching and research focus on architectural design, urban planning, and 
sustainable development, integrating contemporary design principles with cultural and 
environmental contexts. She has guided numerous students through their academic and 
professional journeys, mentoring emerging architects and fostering innovative design 
thinking.

Tămășan has participated in a range of national and international projects, conferences, 
and professional networks, promoting knowledge exchange and collaboration. Her 
scholarly contributions include publications, design research, and involvement in 
architectural competitions. Recognised for her dedication to education, research, 
and practice, she continues to influence architectural discourse and inspire the next 
generation of architects in Romania and beyond.



Asst. Prof. Arbresha Ibrahimi, PhD., 
Faculty of Engineering, Department of Architecture, International Balkan 
University - Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia 

Arbresha Ibrahimi holds a PhD in architecture and works as an architect and teaching 
assistant. She earned her PhD degree from the Faculty of Architecture at the University 
of Ljubljana in 2024. Prior to this, she completed her master’s degree at the Faculty of 
Architecture, University of “St. Cyril and Methodius” in Skopje in 2014, and her bachelor’s 
degree in architecture from the State University in Tetovo in 2012.

Arbresha’s research is centered on the role of social buildings, particularly cultural 
structures, in architectural functionality and their impact on urban identity renewal. Her 
work delves into the intersection of architecture and social dynamics, examining how 
built environments can foster community cohesion and preserve cultural heritage. With 
extensive experience in academia and architectural practice, Arbresha currently serves as a 
teaching assistant at the Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering, International 
Balkan University in Skopje. She has previously worked at the State University in Tetovo, 
North Macedonia, and AUE Fon Skopje. Arbresha is actively involved in architectural 
projects, specializing in residential and social buildings, as well as proposals for urban 
site regeneration. Additionally, she collaborates with the World Design Cycle, a part of the 
World Design Organization, for the period 2023–2025.

STRATEGIC DESIGN WITH WOOD: REGENERATIVE STRATEGIES FOR 
URBAN FUTURES



WOOD AND EWPS IN MACEDONIA: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN DESIGN

Assoc. Prof. Marija Miloshevska Janakieska, PhD., 
Faculty of Engineering, Department of Architecture, International Balkan 
University - Skopje, Republic of North Macedonia 

Prof. Miloshevska Janakieska holds a PhD and Master’s degree in Civil Engineering, as 
well as a Bachelor’s degree in Architecture, all from the Faculty of Civil Engineering, 
University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Skopje, Macedonia. She is an assistant professor 
at the Department of Architecture, Faculty of Engineering, International Balkan University, 
where she lectures in various courses and mentors students in design and construction. 
Alongside her academic role, she works as a manager and architect at A2M2 Architecture 
DOOEL Skopje, focusing on innovative and sustainable architectural solutions. She 
has gained extensive professional experience in several studios, including EMO Vodno, 
DPGT FORMA, and TAGORA. Her achievements have been recognised through numerous 
awards, such as the IBU Academic Team Award (2023), the “Engineers Ring” (2011), and 

the “26th July – Frank Manning” Award for academic excellence (2009).



STRUCTURE AND ATMOSPHERE: HOW CONSTRUCTION SHAPES SPATIAL 
PERCEPTION

Prof. Ernesto Fenollosa Forner, 
Dean of the HTS of Architecture, Universitat Politècnica de València, Spain

Prof. Ernesto Fenollosa Forner is a distinguished academic and researcher with extensive 
experience in architecture, design, and urban studies. Throughout his career, he has 
contributed to both teaching and practice, mentoring students and guiding research 
projects that explore the intersections of architecture, sustainability, and innovative 
design methodologies.
He has participated in numerous national and international projects, competitions, and 
collaborative initiatives, demonstrating a commitment to advancing knowledge and 
promoting best practices within the built environment. Prof. Forner’s work o�en focuses 
on integrating cultural, environmental, and technological considerations into design 
solutions, reflecting a holistic approach to architecture and urban planning.

In addition to his professional practice, he has published widely and contributed to 
academic discourse through lectures, workshops, and conferences. Recognised for his 
dedication to education, research, and professional excellence, Prof. Forner continues 
to influence the next generation of architects and designers, fostering innovation and a 

socially responsible approach to the discipline.

Susana Iñarra Abad, 
Universitat Politècnica de València, Spain

Susana Iñarra Abad is an accomplished academic and researcher at the Universitat 
Politècnica de València, Spain, specialising in architecture, design, and sustainable urban 
development. Her work integrates design innovation, environmental sustainability, and 
interdisciplinary research, reflecting a commitment to advancing knowledge in both 
academic and professional contexts.

Iñarra Abad has contributed to numerous research projects, publications, and conferences, 
engaging with national and international academic communities. She focuses on the 
development of strategies and methodologies that address contemporary challenges 
in architecture and urbanism, including sustainable design, adaptive reuse, and the 
integration of cultural and social considerations into the built environment.

In addition to her research, she is actively involved in teaching and mentoring students, 
guiding them through design processes that combine creativity, technical skills, and 
social awareness. Recognised for her dedication to education and sustainability, Susana 
Iñarra Abad continues to influence architectural practice and research in Spain and 
internationally.





MATERIALS FOR THE POST-ANTHROPOCENE: VALORISATION OF URBAN 
MINED WOOD WASTE FOR CIRCULAR MATERIAL INNOVATION

Elena Rausse, 
ISIA Roma Design, Pordenone, Italy

Elena Rausse is a product designer since 2015, ceramicist, and professor 
of Basic Design and Innovative Materials and Technologies at ISIA Roma 
Design, Trentino Art Academy, and University of Udine. She was apprenticed 
as a ceramicist in her family atelier. Her research interests are in the field of 
material design, with a focus on expressive and sensorial characterization of 
ceramic materials, biobased materials for sustainability, DIY materials from 
waste and social innovation regarding territorial characteristics and the 
contribution of the creative process with materials in design practice. Her 
work allows her to investigate the world of design as matter, studying the 
relationship between the language of forms and meaning to bring to light the 
invisible relationships that rule our everyday lives, with the aim of proposing 
future-oriented solutions capable of activating mental and cultural models 
in an exchange with signs, forms, and new technologies.



DESIGN TALK 1

INTRODUCTION: 
Distinguished Prof. Gjoko Muratovski, PhD, 
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Faculty of Engineering, Department of Architecture, International Balkan 
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Zaha Hadid Architects, UK

Prof. Dragan Ćalović, PhD., 
Faculty of Contemporary Arts, Belgrade, Serbia
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Prof. Dragan Ćalović, PhD, is a distinguished academic and researcher at the Faculty of 
Contemporary Arts in Belgrade, Serbia, with extensive experience in art, design, and contemporary 
visual culture. He mentors students to develop technical skills, conceptual understanding, 
and interdisciplinary approaches, while leading research projects, exhibitions, and academic 
initiatives that explore contemporary artistic practices and the intersection of art, technology, 
and society. Actively engaged in national and international conferences, publications, and 
collaborations, Prof. Ćalović is recognised for his dedication to education and the arts, inspiring 
the next generation of creative professionals and advancing contemporary art and design in 
Serbia and beyond.

Prof. Dragan Čalović, PhD.
Faculty of Contemporary Arts, Serbia

(from le� to right)  Assoc. Arch. Takehiko Iseki, Prof. Dragan Ćalović, PhD. and Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD.

Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD, is a distinguished academic and researcher at the Faculty 
of Contemporary Arts in Belgrade, Serbia, with extensive experience in contemporary art, 
design, and creative education. She fosters innovation and critical thinking among students, 
mentoring emerging artists and designers to develop both technical and conceptual skills, 
while participating in research projects, exhibitions, and academic initiatives that explore 
the intersections of art, culture, and society. Actively involved in national and international 
conferences, publications, and collaborations, Prof. Komnenić is recognised for her dedication 
to education and research, continuing to shape contemporary art and design and inspire new 
generations of creative professionals in Serbia and beyond.

Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD.
Faculty of Contemporary Arts, Serbia



Asst. Prof. Arbresha Ibrahimi, PhD.

Barbara Gunčar, MSc, is a leading expert in design management and innovation, serving 
as Leading Partner of Design Management Slovenia – KCDM 4.0 at NETS d.o.o. in Kranj. She 
specialises in strategic design and business innovation, integrating design thinking into 
organisational processes to enhance competitiveness, sustainability, and value creation. With 
extensive experience in consulting, project management, and coordinating design-driven 
initiatives, she works closely with companies, institutions, and academic partners to implement 
eªective design strategies. In addition to her professional practice, Gunčar contributes to 
mentorship, training, and knowledge-sharing, supporting organisations and professionals in 
developing innovation capabilities, and is recognised for advancing the strategic application of 
design in business and education.

Barbara Gunčar, MSc.
NETS d.o.o., Leading Partner of Design Management Slovenia - KCDM 4.0.

Prof. Dušanka Komnenić, PhD., Barbara Gunčar, MSc and Emeritus Prof. M. Arch. Peter Gabrijelčič
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Steiner Valade-Amland is a design and innovation professional at Three Point Zero in Denmark, 
specialising in strategic design, creative problem-solving, and user-centered innovation. He 
has extensive experience leading projects that integrate design thinking into business strategy, 
product development, and organisational processes.
Valade-Amland works closely with companies, institutions, and multidisciplinary teams to 
develop solutions that balance creativity, functionality, and market relevance. His approach 
emphasises collaboration, experimentation, and the translation of research insights into 
practical design outcomes.
In addition to professional practice, he contributes to knowledge exchange and mentorship 
within the design and innovation community, supporting initiatives that foster creativity 
and strategic thinking. Recognised for his ability to guide complex projects from concept to 
implementation, Steiner Valade-Amland continues to advance the role of design as a driver of 
innovation and organisational growth.

Steiner Valade-Amland,
Three point Zero, Denmark



Assoc. Prof. Jordan Berginc, PhD, is a distinguished academic at the Faculty of Design, specializing 
in design theory, innovation, and the integration of research and practice. He has led numerous 
research projects and publications in areas such as sustainable design, product innovation, and 
design management, while mentoring students and promoting interdisciplinary approaches. 
Actively engaging with industry and professional networks, he fosters collaboration between 
academia and practice, emphasising design as a driver of innovation, sustainability, and 
strategic development.

Assoc. Prof. Jordan Berginc, PhD.
Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Petra Kocjančič, MA, is a design professional and educator at the Faculty of Design, whose 
work focuses on visual communication, design strategy, and interdisciplinary approaches that 
combine creativity with practical application. She actively mentors students, develops curricula, 
and leads projects that bridge academia and industry, promoting innovation, sustainability, 
and critical thinking in design processes. Recognised for her dedication to both education and 
research, she continues to advance design practice while supporting the growth and professional 
development of future designers.

Sr. Lect. Petra Kocjančič, MA
Faculty of Design, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Prof. Piet Vandewalle is a distinguished academic and researcher with extensive experience in 
design, innovation, and technology, focusing on integrating design thinking, technology, and 
innovation management to address complex challenges in industry, education, and society. 
He mentors students, leads research projects, and promotes interdisciplinary collaboration 
through publications, initiatives, and professional networks. Recognised for his dedication to 
education and research, Prof. Vandewalle continues to advance design and innovation while 
supporting the development of emerging professionals.

Prof. Piet Vandewalle
Architect, International coordinator, Thomas Moore University for Applied 
Sciences, Interior, Design & Architecture, Mechelen Belgium



Steiner Valade-Amland is a design and innovation professional at Three Point Zero in Denmark, 
specialising in strategic design, creative problem-solving, and user-centered innovation. He 
has extensive experience leading projects that integrate design thinking into business strategy, 
product development, and organisational processes.
Valade-Amland works closely with companies, institutions, and multidisciplinary teams to 
develop solutions that balance creativity, functionality, and market relevance. His approach 
emphasises collaboration, experimentation, and the translation of research insights into 
practical design outcomes.
In addition to professional practice, he contributes to knowledge exchange and mentorship 
within the design and innovation community, supporting initiatives that foster creativity 
and strategic thinking. Recognised for his ability to guide complex projects from concept to 
implementation, Steiner Valade-Amland continues to advance the role of design as a driver of 
innovation and organisational growth.

Asst. Prof. Robert Klun,
Ambassador of Designers Hub, Robert KLUN Architects, Ljubljana, Slovenia

(from le� to right)  Prof. Piet Vandewalle, Asst. Prof. Inge  Kalan  Lipar, univ. dipl. ing. Arh and Asst. Prof. Robert Klun



THE ROLE OF DESIGN MANAGER IN A COMPANY

Steiner Valade-Amland,
Three point Zero, Denmark

Steiner Valade-Amland is a design and innovation professional at Three Point Zero in Denmark, 
specialising in strategic design, creative problem-solving, and user-centered innovation. He 
has extensive experience leading projects that integrate design thinking into business strategy, 
product development, and organisational processes.

Valade-Amland works closely with companies, institutions, and multidisciplinary teams to 
develop solutions that balance creativity, functionality, and market relevance. His approach 
emphasises collaboration, experimentation, and the translation of research insights into 
practical design outcomes.

In addition to professional practice, he contributes to knowledge exchange and mentorship 
within the design and innovation community, supporting initiatives that foster creativity 
and strategic thinking. Recognised for his ability to guide complex projects from concept to 
implementation, Steiner Valade-Amland continues to advance the role of design as a driver of 
innovation and organisational growth.



WORKSHOP: 
GEOMETRIC DÉCOR AND FURNITURE IN THE 
BAUHAUS STYLE

Mentor: Jaka Lipar, B.A.,
 Institute LILA (Primary School)
















